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Reinforcements Are On the Way
By Nannette Dalton

Well, my title is a little misleading. You may be thinking, “Yes, I could really use some 
reinforcements about now!” However, that’s not the kind of reinforcements I am talking 
about. I am talking about digital reinforcements on tags.

I love tags! I love them on layouts and on gifts, I love to decorate them, etc., etc. I was 
making some tags for a layout I was working on, and I discovered a super quick way to 

add the reinforcement that will allow you to center it perfectly. In fact, there are some things in digital scrapbooking 
that, if done the hard way, are pretty tedious. But once you figure out the easy way to do it, it is oh-so-simple!

Included with this tutorial is a download for the four tags that I have used on my layout. Download a FREE tag 
template set.

Step One: Prepare the Workspace

• Open (File > Open) the layered scrapbook page with which you wish to work.

• In the Layers panel, activate the top layer.

• Open one of the tag templates you just downloaded. (The link is above.)

• Get the Move tool.

• On the document, click on the tag and drag it onto your scrapbook page.

Step Two: Create a Reinforcement

• In the Layers panel, activate the tag layer.

• Click on the Create a New Layer icon.

• In the Menu Bar, choose Layer > Create Clipping Mask.

• Click on the Foreground Color Chip, choose a color for the reinforcement, and click OK.

• Get the Ellipse tool.

• In the Tool Options, click on the Create New Shape Layer icon and set the Style to 
None. (Photoshop: Set the Tool Mode to Pixels, the Mode to Normal, and the Opacity 
to 100%.) Open the Geometry Options and choose Circle.

• On the document, click and drag out a circle shape.

• Get the Move tool.

• In the Tool Options, check Auto Select Layer. (Photoshop: Check Auto-Select.)

• On the document, click on the reinforcement and reposition as needed.

Don’t you just love Photoshop magic?

http://2013-misc.s3.amazonaws.com/DS-tag-templates.zip
http://2013-misc.s3.amazonaws.com/DS-tag-templates.zip
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Step Three: Finish Up

• Add a drop shadow to the reinforcement for a little more realistic look. The settings for my drop shadow are: 
Opacity: 55%, Distance: 5 px, and Size: 7 px.

• Decorate the tag to your heart’s content.

Here is how I used my fun decorated tags on a page. These would also make great tags for gifts.
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http://www.digitalscrapper.com/shoppe/Christmas-Wishes-Kit.html

