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Word Art Magic (Photoshop Elements)

Tip of the Week by Jennifer White on June 21, 2010

Word art is a wonderful way to add interest to your layouts, and there’s so much 
beautiful artwork out there. Even plain black artwork can be made to match any 
kit you want to use! Here’s how I do it:

Step 1) Choose your artwork

You can find word art lots of places, for sale and for free! Or you can make your 
own. Simply type out the words you want to use and arrange them in a pleasing manner. Make sure only 
your type layers are visible by clicking on the eye of any other layer to hide it. Then choose File > Save As. 
When the dialog box comes up, give your word art a name, decide where to save it, and select .png from the 
Format menu. Click OK, and OK again to the PNG Option “None,” and you’ve got word art!

Here’s the artwork I found for my Father’s Day layout:

If you decide to use your own word art, open the png version you just made.

Step 2) Prepare your layers

You’ll need to make a copy of the original layer for each different effect you wish to apply. In my case I’m go-
ing to make the first two words different than the last word, so I’ll need two copies.

    * Click on the word art layer in the Layers panel and drag it to the Create a new layer icon. (It looks like a 
little piece of paper with the corner turned over.)
    * On the top layer, erase everything that you don’t want to apply the first effect to. Press E to choose the 
Eraser tool, and erase the portion of the image you want to remove.
    * Change to the next layer down in the layers panel and erase everything there that you don’t want to ap-
ply the second effect to.
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You should end up with something like this:

Step 3) Apply a layer style

On the top layer I used a chrome layer style. You can use one of the styles that comes with the program, or 
purchase and install a style pack. To apply the style to the top layer:

    * Make sure the top layer is active by clicking on it in the Layers panel.
    * In the Effects panel, click on the second icon to choose Layer Styles.
    * Choose the Styles category you’d like to use from the drop down menu. I chose ‘Wow Chrome.’
    * Double click on the thumbnail image of the style you want and it will be applied to the top layer.

Step 4) Use a paper from your kit

To help the word art blend in with the kit, it is helpful to use a paper that coordinates with the kit you’re us-
ing. We’ll do this by grouping the paper with the word art:

    * Change to the next layer by clicking on it in the Layers panel.
    * Open the paper of your choice, and drag it onto the word art making sure everything is covered.
    * Place your cursor on the line between the paper layer and the word art layer, hold down your Alt key 
(Mac: Opt key), and click when you see the double circle icon. Now the paper should only be visible where 
the words are on the layer below.
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Step 5) Save your work

    * Choose File > Save As and save this new word 
art in with the kit you used in case you’d like to use 
it again.

So go dig out some word art, rummage through 
your styles and kits, and dress up your layouts with 
some beautiful words!

Credits: Tutorial, Word Art and Layout by Jenni-
fer White, Kit Boys and Toys by Digital Scrapper 
Designs.

If you enjoyed this Tip of the Week, be sure to sign up to receive 
the Digital Scrapper Tip of the Week newsletter.

For training in more Advanced Topics (at rock bottom prices), 
become a Premier member!

Leap Frog To The Next Level!

Tired of learning a bit here and a bit there? Our CD, Learn Digital Scrapbooking, 
takes you step-by-step from rank beginner to confident digital scrapbooker in a frac-
tion of the time!

Find out more and get a free sample video lesson.

http://www.scrappersguide.com/tip-of-the-week/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/premier/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/beginner-video-lessons/

