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Title Stroke (Photoshop Elements)

Tip of the Week by Jen White on January 25, 2011

One simple idea.
Sometimes that’s all I need to break out of the scrapbooking blahs.

When my daughter (now 20) was about 3 years old, she idolized Dark Wing 
Duck.
She’d don her homemade cape, stand tall with her little fist high in the air, and shout “Dark Wing Duck.”
What was it that inspired her to save the universe and bring peace to the millions? It was the dish towel 
safely pinned to her shoulders.
A simple idea - a profound result.

Try using this tip on your scrapbook page. Perhaps it will inspire you to save the universe and bring peace 
to the millions. Or at the very least, you’ll have another terrific layout to show off in the gallery!

Step 1: Prepare Your Scrapbook Page

    * Open (File > New > Blank File) a 12x12 inch document.
    * Open (File > Open) a background paper. I chose Paper Solid 7 from Digital Scrapper Design’s Cherish 
This Moment Kit.
    * Get the Move tool.
    * Hold down the Shift key and drag the paper onto the scrapbook page.

Step 2: Create Stroke Outline

    * Get the Rounded Rectangle tool. It is nested with the Rectangle tool.

    * In the Options Bar:
          o Enter 200 px for the Radius. The higher the number, the more rounded the corners of the rectangle.
          o Click on the Create New Shape Layer icon.
          o Style should be None.
    * Click on the scrapbook page and drag out a rectangle. Press the Space Bar to reposition while dragging.
    * Ctrl click (Mac: Cmd click) on the thumbnail of the rectangle layer to get a selection outline.
    * In the Layers panel, click on the Create a New Layer icon.
    * In the Layers panel, drag the rectangle layer to the Trash.
    * Make sure your previously created new layer is active in the Layers panel.
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    * In the Menu Bar, choose Edit > Stroke (Outline) Selection.

    * Enter 10 px for the Width.
    * Click on the Color Chip and choose white. Click OK.
    * Choose Center for the Location.
    * Click OK to commit the changes.
    * Press Ctrl D (Mac: Cmd D) to deselect.

Step 3: Add a Word

    * Get the Type tool.

    * In the Options Bar:
          o Choose a script font. I chose Kunstler Script.
          o Raise the size to around 130 pts.
          o The color should be the same as the stroke outline. If it isn’t, click on the Color Chip in the Options 
Bar and choose white.
    * Click on the scrapbook page and type a word. Press the Ctrl key (Mac: Cmd key) to reposition while 
typing.
    * Click on the check mark in the Options Bar to commit the changes.

Step 4: Erase Overlapping Stroke

    * In the Layers panel, click on the stroke layer to activate it.
    * Get the Rectangular Marquee tool.
    * On the scrapbook page, click and drag a selection outline around the word you typed.
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    * Press the Delete key to erase away the un-
wanted part of the stroke.
    * Press Ctrl D (Mac: Cmd D) to deselect.

Step 5: Finish and Save

I’ve finished my scrapbook page that features this 
tip…check it out. I hope you’ll do the same and 
share it with me and the rest of the gang in the Tip 
of the Week Gallery at Digital Scrapper.

Credits:
Tip of the Week: Title Stroke, by Jen White
Software: Adobe Photoshop Elements 9.0
Photo: by Jen White
Featured kit: “Cherish This Moment” by Digital 
Scrapper Designs. This kit is available in our store.

Leap Frog To The Next Level!

Tired of learning a bit here and a bit there? Our CD, Learn Digital Scrapbooking, 
takes you step-by-step from rank beginner to confident digital scrapbooker in a frac-
tion of the time!

Find out more and get a free sample video lesson.

If you enjoyed this Tip of the Week, be sure to sign up to receive 
the Digital Scrapper Tip of the Week newsletter.

For training in more Advanced Topics (at rock bottom prices), 
become a Premier member!

http://www.scrappersguide.com/forums/gallery/showgallery.php?cat=1027
http://www.scrappersguide.com/forums/gallery/showgallery.php?cat=1027
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/cherish-this-moment-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/scrapbook-kits/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/beginner-video-lessons/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/tip-of-the-week/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/premier/

