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Offset Stroke 

by Carla Shute 

 

Create an offset stroke element on your next digital project using the elliptical marquee tool and 

a stroke outline. 

 

For this tutorial you will need: 

• A photo 

• Adobe Photoshop or Photoshop 

Elements 

 

Important Links: 

• Find this tutorial on our blog. 

• Terms of Use 

• Website: www.DigitalScrapper.com 

• Facebook Business Page 

• Circle Community Group 

• YouTube Channel 

• Instagram 

• Contact Us 

 

©2022 Digital Scrapper  

 

See What Others Are Creating 

• Join & visit our Community on Circle. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.digitalscrapper.com/blog/dst-offset-stroke/
https://digitalscrapper.com/terms-of-use/
http://www.digitalscrapper.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DigitalScrapper/
https://community.digitalscrapper.com/c/community-gallery
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRv0U5W8Aif6kQW6MrDayow
https://www.instagram.com/digitalscrapper/
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/59TFY1AhpNPlgDfdaq5s866S
https://community.digitalscrapper.com/c/community-gallery
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Here is a preview of what we’ll be creating together.  
 

                     
 

 

Step One: Prepare the Workspace 

• Create any sized document (File > New > Blank File) at 300 ppi with a white background. 

(PS: Choose File > New.) I'm creating a 12X12 inch document. 

• Press the letter D to reset the Color Chips to the default of black over white. 

 

Step Two: Create a Photo Clipping Mask 

• In the Layers panel, click on the Create a New Layer icon. 

• Double click directly on the name of this new layer and rename 

it “Photo Clipping Mask.” Press Enter/Return to commit the 

change. 

• Get the Elliptical Marquee tool. 

• In the Tool Options, click on the New Selection icon and check 

Anti-aliasing. Set the Feather to 0 and the Aspect to Normal. 

(PS: Set the Style to Normal.) 

• On the document, hold down the Shift key, and click and drag 

out a circle, about 4 inches in diameter, near the center of the 

document. To reposition while dragging, also press and hold 

the Space bar. 

• Press Alt Backspace (Mac: Opt Delete) to fill the selection with 

black. Do not deselect. 

 

Step Three: Create the Stroke Outline 

• In the Layers panel, hold down the Ctrl key (Mac: Cmd key), 

and click on the Create a New Layer icon. 
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NOTE: Holding down the Ctrl/Cmd key while clicking on the 

Create a New Layer icon will place the new layer below the active 

layer. 

 

• Double click directly on the name of the new layer and rename 

it Stroke. Press Enter/Return to commit the change. 

• In the Menu Bar, choose Edit > Stroke (Outline) Selection. (PS: 

Choose Edit > Stroke.) 

• In the dialog box, set the Width to 25px. Click on the Color 

Chip, choose a medium grey color, and click OK. Set 

the Location to Inside, the Blending Mode to Normal, and 

the Opacity to 100%. Uncheck Preserve Transparency. Click OK. 

 

NOTE: For a thinner stroke outline, set the Width to a smaller number. 

 

• Press Ctrl D (Mac: Cmd D) to deselect. 

 

NOTE: Because we created the stroke outline on the layer below the clipping mask, the stroke 

outline will not appear on your document. 

 

Step Four: Create the Offset 

• Get the Move tool. 

• In the Tool Options, uncheck Auto Select Layer, but check 

Show Bounding Box. (PS: Uncheck Auto-Select, but check 

Show Transform Controls.) 

• On the document, click and drag the stroke outline away from 

the photo clipping mask. 

 

NOTE: The direction and distance you drag the stroke outline 

varies based on personal preference. 

 

Step Five: Clip a Photo 

• In the Layers panel, click on the Photo Clipping Mask layer to activate it. 

• Open a photo (File > Open). 

• On the document, click and drag the photo onto the new document, 

placing it above the clipping mask. 

• In the Menu Bar, choose Layer>Create Clipping Mask. 

• On the document, click and drag from a corner handle of the 

bounding box to change the size of the photo. If you cannot see the 

bounding box, press Ctrl 0 (Mac: Cmd 0). 

• Click and drag inside the bounding box to reposition the photo. 

• Make sure the boundaries of the photo are outside the boundaries of the clipping mask. 

• Click the checkmark to commit. 
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(Optional) Step Six: Recolor the Stroke to Match Your Photo 

• In the Layers panel, click on the Stroke layer to make it the active layer. 

• Hold down the Ctrl key (Mac: Cmd key) and click on the 

thumbnail of the Stroke layer to get a selection outline. 

• Click on the Foreground Color Chip to open the Color Picker. 

• On the document, sample a color from your photo. I sampled a 

brown color. 

• In the Color Picker, click OK. 

• Press Alt Backspace (Mac: Opt Delete) to fill the selection with the 

foreground color. 

• Press Ctrl D (Mac: Cmd D) to deselect. 
 

Variation Using the Rectangular Marquee Tool 

• Follow the steps above but choose the Rectangular Marquee tool instead of the Elliptical 

Marquee tool. 

 

                                 
 

Variation Using Elements from Your Stash 

• Open an element you would like to use. (File>Open) Choose a solid, opaque element. 

• On the document, click and drag the element onto the new document. 

• Follow Steps Three and Four above to create the stroke outline. 

• Press Ctrl D (Mac: Cmd D) to deselect. 

 

                              
 

NOTE: If you use the Transform Controls to change the size of the Stroke Outline, the width of 

the stroke will change as well. If you make the Stroke Outline smaller, the width will be thinner. 
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Here is my finished page. I love how the Stroke Outline circles add interest to my round photos 

and adds a whimsical feel to the page. 
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Credit for Alpha and Envelope in Variation Sample: Love Notes Collection by Angie Briggs 


