
 
 
Transparent Edge Sticker 
by Julie Singco 
 
Quickly turn a title into a transparent edge sticker with this complex layer style. The 
secret is to reduce the opacity of the stroke outline. 
 
For this tutorial you will need: 

● The template from the download 
● Photoshop Elements or Adobe Photoshop 

Important Links: 
● Find this​ ​tutorial on our blog​. 
● Terms of Use 
● Website:​ ​www.DigitalScrapper.com  
● Facebook Business Page 
● Facebook Community Group 
● YouTube Channel 
● Instagram 
● Contact Us 

©2020 Digital Scrapper 

See What Others Are Creating 
● Join & visit our ​Community on Facebook​. 
● Search and post using hashtag #DST and/or #TransparentEdge. 

 
 
 
My Dilemma 
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The title on my greeting card looks nice but what could I do to jazz it up? It might be 
tempting to add a bevel or drop shadow but that’s a no-no when designing with type. 
 
 

 
 
 
I will add a complex layer style and turn the title into a sticker with a transparent edge. 
 
 
 
 
Step 1: Prepare the Workspace 
 

● Open the dst-transparent-edge-template.psd (File > Open) from the downloads. 
● In the Layers panel, click on the Word Art layer to make it the active layer. 

 
This tutorial will work with any typed or simplified word. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Step 2: Add a Complex Style 
 
 
Photoshop Elements Only: 

● In the Menu Bar, choose Layer > Layer Style > Style Settings. 
● In the dialog box, set the Lighting Angle to 120. 
● Click directly on the word Stroke to activate it and open the settings. 
● Set the Size to 10, the Position to Outside, and the Opacity to 20. 
● Click on the Stroke Color Chip to open the Color Picker. Choose white and click 

OK. 
● Click directly on the word Drop Shadow to activate it and open the settings. 
● Set the Size to 12, the Distance to 10, and the Opacity to 50. 
● Click OK to close the Style Settings dialog box. 

 

Adobe Photoshop Only: 

● In the Menu Bar, choose Layer > Layer Style > Stroke. 



● Set the Size to 10, the Position to Outside, the Blend Mode to Normal, and the 
Opacity to 20. 

● Click on the Stroke Color Chip to open the Color Picker. Choose white and click 
OK. 

● Click directly on the word Drop Shadow to activate it and open the settings. 
● Set the Blend Mode to Multiply, the Opacity to 50, the Angle to 120, the Distance 

to 10, the Spread to 5, the Size to 12, and check Layer Knocks Out Drop 
Shadow. 

● Click OK to close the Layer Style dialog box. 

 

NOTE: If you use PSE 2018, you will likely struggle with Step Two because of a bug in 
the software. If the stroke outline positions inside instead of outside, in the Style 
Settings dialog box, change the Stroke Position to Inside and then back to Outside. 
Fiddling with the dropdown should fix the problem. 
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NOTE: You may want to adjust the Size of the Stroke and Drop Shadow for different 
fonts. 

 

Step 3: Add More Details and Save 

● In the Layers panel, click on the Visibility icon of the Cluster layer to reveal it. 
● To preserve the layers for later use, save the document (File > Save As) as a 

PSD file with a unique name. 
● To create a flattened image, save the document (File > Save As) as a JPEG file 

with a unique name. Then, close the working document without saving. 

 

Here’s how my title looks with the complex style. 



 

 

Credits: 
Card: Julie Singco 
Kit: Memory Keeper by Kim Broedelet 
Font: Hello My Lovely Pro 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Master the secrets of the Type tool with​ ​Secrets of Terrific Type​ by Jenifer Juris. ​Use 
Coupon Code STT25​ ​at checkout to save 25%* off the full price of the class.  
*Cannot be combined with any other discount. 
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