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Pennant Ribbon (Photoshop)

Tip of the Week by Lisa Hanks on December 20, 2011

When my youngest child was born, I wanted to shout it from the top of the roof! 
If, like me, you find yourself wanting to make a special announcement, try using a 
pennant. In fact, pennants are all the rage right now. Sometimes they are included 
in a kit and sometimes they aren’t. When they aren’t, it’s easy to remedy with a 
piece of paper and the Shape tool.

Step 1: Open Your Layout

This is the layout I created with the Premier kit Recollec-
tion, by Joanne Brisebois.

Step 2: Select Your Pennant Paper

     • In the Layers panel, activate the top layer by clicking 
on it.
     • Open (File > Open) the digital paper you would like 
for your pennant.
     • Get the Move tool and click and drag the paper onto 
your layout.

Step 3: Create A Rectangular “Ribbon”

     • Select the Rectangular Marquee tool.
     • Click and drag out a rectangle the size you would like for your pennant. My rectangle is approximately 
6.5 x .75 inches.

     • Press Ctrl J (Mac: Cmd J) to duplicate that portion of the paper to its own layer.
     • In the Layers panel, delete the original paper layer by dragging it to the Trash.

Step 4: Create A Square Shape

     • Get the Rectangle tool.
     • In the Options Bar, click on the Shape Layers icon. It’s the first icon in the set of three icons to the far 
left.
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     • Holding down the Shift key to constrain proportions, click and drag out a square on your scrapbook 
page.
     • Press Ctrl T (Mac: Cmd T) to get the Transform options.
     • In the Options Bar, change the angle to 45 degrees.

     • Click on the check mark in the Options Bar to commit the changes.

Step 5: Line Up The Shapes

     • Get the Move tool.
     • In the Layers panel, hold the Shift key and select both the rectangular paper ribbon and the square 
shape.
     • In the Options Bar, choose the Align Vertical Centers icon.

Step 6: Create The Pennant Shape

     • In the Layers panel, click on the square shape layer to activate it all by itself.
     • Holding down the Shift key to maintain direction, click on the square and drag it to the end of the rect-
angular paper shape so that the paper is only showing on one side of the square.

     • In the Layers panel, Ctrl click (Mac: Cmd click) on the mask thumbnail of the square shape layer to get 
a selection outline. On your scrapbook page, you should see “marching ants” around the square.
     • In the Layers panel, activate the rectangular paper layer.
     • Press the Backspace key (Mac: Delete key) to create a cutout in the rectangle shape.
     • In the Layers panel, drag the original square shape layer to the Trash.

     • Complete your layout by adding a shadow and journaling on your pennant ribbon.

(See next page for full layout.)
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Credits:
Tip of the Week: Ribbon Pennants- Lisa 
Hanks
Photo and Scrapbook Page: Lisa Hanks
Paper and Elements: Recollections by Joanne 
Brisebois
Software: Adobe Photoshop CS4


